


WELCOME!
PRINCIPAL – DR. LARRY SCHMIEGEL

100% Committed to getting every 

child

Across The Finish Line!



SENIOR YEAR IS EXCITING…
STAYING ON TOP OF IT ALL!

STUDENT ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR

MRS. STACY SAUNDERS



Congratulations,
It’s 12 years later and…

Your child is about to cross the finish line!

It’s taken courage and resilience.



“

”

Resilience or hardiness is the 
ability to adapt to new 

circumstances when life presents 
the unpredictable.

Salvatore R. Maddi, psychologist



“

”

Courage is
resistance to fear,
mastery of fear,

not absence of fear.

MARK TWAIN





EVERY STUDENT….
"EVERY CHILD DESERVES A 

CHAMPION; AN ADULT WHO WILL 

NEVER GIVE UP ON THEM, WHO 

UNDERSTANDS THE POWER OF 

CONNECTION AND INSISTS THAT THEY 

BECOME THE BEST THEY CAN 

POSSIBLY BE."

- RITA PIERSON



WELCOME – WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

PRINCIPAL – DR. LARRY SCHMIEGEL  
• ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL –MR. CHRIS VALDEZ

• SCHOOL COUNSELOR – MRS. JENNIFER BASSETT

• COLLEGE AND CAREER COUNSELOR – MRS. LYDIA ESTENOZ

• GRADUATION COACH – MRS. YANELYS BALLARD

• BILINGUAL PARENT EDUCATOR – MRS. ILEANA GARCIA

• ESE STAFFING SPECIALIST – IEP – MS. ERIKA MACWILLIAMS

• COMMUNITY BASED COUNSELOR – MRS. MADISON NIELSEN

• MENTAL HEALTH/PREVENT SUPPORT – MS. BRONTE WALSH



BASICS – KEY COURSES
• 4 CREDITS – ENGLISH

• 4 CREDITS – MATH (MUST INCLUDE ALGEBRA 1 & GEOMETRY)

• 4 CREDITS OF SOCIAL STUDIES (MUST INCLUDE US HISTORY, GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS)

• 4 CREDITS OF SCIENCE (MUST INCLUDE BIOLOGY)

• HOPE 

• PRACTICAL/PERFORMING ART

• 8 ELECTIVE CREDITS

• 2.0 GPA

• ALG 1 EOC

• 10TH GRADE READING/ELA FSA



STATE ASSESSMENTS

• LEVEL 3 ON FSA ELA

• ALTERNATIVE – CONCORDANT SCORE 

• SAT – EBRW 480

• ACT ENGLISH & READING SUBTESTS - 18

• LEVEL 3 ON ALGEBRA 1 EOC

• ALTERNATIVE – COMPARATIVE SCORE

• FSA GEOMETRY EOC – 499

• PSAT/NMSQT MATH – 430

• SAT MATH – 420

• ACT MATH - 16



CREDIT RECOVERY

• TEMPORARY INSTRUCTIONAL PLACEMENT 

• FLVS

• EDMENTUM

• AFTER SCHOOL – MONDAYS & THURSDAYS – MS. PROVOST

• KEYS LEARNING CENTER – MR. WRIGHT



EXTRA HELP 

• EVERY DAY AFTER SCHOOL WITH PEER

• EVENING TUTORING ONLINE 

• OFFICE HOURS AND SCHEDULES WITH TEACHERS

• KEYS LEARNING CENTER

• TUTORING.COM

• KHAN ACADEMY



THE BAD NEWS IS TIME 

FLIES, THE GOOD NEWS 

IS YOU’RE THE PILOT.

- MICHAEL ALTSCHULER



COLLEGE & CAREER PLANNING

MRS. LYDIA ESTENOZ
•KWHS ADMIN. BLDG. 1- ROOM 129
•305-293-1549, EXT. 54307

•LYDIA.ESTENOZ@KEYSSCHOOLS.COM

Walk in:
Before School, After School

or During Lunch

By Appointment:
Request during your free or elective period.  

Submit form in Guidance.



Step 1: Deciding on a Career/College Major

Interest inventory: ASVAB, MyCareerShines, CollegeBoard.org, etc.

You have to do some research.

Look at existing course work strengths and weaknesses.

Consider length of study required.

Future Gainful Employment

Identify what’s “put you on hold”.  Talk to Mrs. Estenoz



Step 2: Choose A Career Path & College

Top considerations for selecting a college:

1. Program offering (degree, research, jobs, accreditation, sports)

2. Affordability (FCPP, in-state tuition, BF, staying home, program length)

3. Location (in-state, financial/work, weather, proximity to home.)

4. Willingness to commit future personal finances.



WHAT DO COLLEGES LOOK FOR?
State Colleges
• H.S. Diploma
• Complete/Paid App

Open Admission
High School Diploma

For Selective Programs:
• GPA
• Prerequisites
• Additional Testing

Universities
• H.S. Diploma
• Complete/Paid App

Competitive Admission
• GPA
• Transcripts
• Test Scores
• Essay
• Demonstration of College Readiness through 

Rigor
• “Contributors”

Red Flags: 
Grades of C in DE/AP
Light Senior course loads

Vocational
• H.S. Diploma
• Complete/Paid App

Open & Conditional 
Admission
• Pre-Requisites 
• Recommendation
• Transcripts
• Test Scores



EXPLORE FLORIDA’S MANY 
OPTIONS

2+2 Associate in Arts (A.A.)
For University Transfer

Associate in Science Degrees 
(A.S.)
For Career Entry

Certificate Programs
1-Year or Less  For Employment

PSAV Programs
Clock Hour Programs
Licensing and Industry Certifications



Competitive Admissions Requirements

Transfer in with A.A.



Are you competitive for admissions?

Let’s Look at Universities where KWHS grads are admitted.

UCF

GPA Range  

3.96-4.49

SAT

1250-1370

ACT

26-30

FGCU

GPA Range  

3.56-4.33

SAT

1090-1230

ACT

22-27

UNF

GPA Range  

4.0-4.5

SAT

1100-1260

ACT

22-28

FSU

GPA Range  

4.0-4.5

SAT

1100-1260

ACT

28-32

UF

GPA Range  

4.4-4.7

SAT

1350-1480

ACT

30-34

FL-POLY

GPA Range  4.1-4.6

SAT:  1250-1400

ACT:  27-31

USF

GPA Range  3.9-4.48

SAT:  1230-1370

ACT:  26-31

FAMU

GPA Range  3.1-3.9

holistic review





High wage jobs
requiring 2-years or 
less.

Look to…

Florida’s 28 community and state colleges

NURSING $60,000

POLICE OFFICER $47,000

IT MANAGER $47,000

SONOGRAPHER $54,000

RADIOLOGY TECH. $54,000

FORENSIC SCIENCE TECH. $55,600

Radiology Tech. $57,000

Respiratory Tech. $58,000

Air Traffic Controller. $124,000

Computer Programmer $82,240
Cardiovascular Tech. $68,750

Paralegals:$51,740

Physical Therapist: $70,000



HOT CAREERS
REQUIRING 4 YEARS 
OR MORE.

FLORIDA’S UNIVERSITIES

Optics & Photonic Engineers: $70,000

Construction Managers: 80,000+ 

Aerospace Engineers: $47,000

Health Systems Analyst:  $54,000

H.R. Managers: $54,000

Homeland Security: $55,600

Logistics: $57,000

Education Admin. $88,000

CEOs & CFOs $58,000

Communications/Media/Marketing: $58,000

Physical Therapist: $70,000

Statistician/Data Scientist:  $93,000

Financial Managers: $58,000

Computer Forensics: $58,000



Step 3: Apply
All are available online.

Via CommonApp, Coalition or Institutional

You haven’t applied until you “hit submit” and pay by the deadline.



BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS

START THE APPLICATION OPENS ON OCT. 1ST

THE LARGEST SOURCE OF MONEY FOR COLLEGE!
• APPLY ONLINE

WWW.FLORIDASTUDENTFINANCIALAIDSG.ORG



ACADEMIC MEDALLION VOCATIONAL SCHOLARS

SCHOLARS SCHOLARS

100% 75%

3.5 GPA (WEIGHTED) 3.0 GPA (WEIGHTED) 3.0 (WEIGHTED) 

IN CORE CREDITS AND (CALCULATED ON CORE CLASSES)

(CALCULATED ON CORE CLASSES) 3.5 GPA  

1330 SAT 29 ACT 1210 SAT OR  26 ACT 440 ON BOTH SAT R+M 

17 E, 18 R,

440 ON BOTH SAT R+M 17 E, 18 R, 

AND 19 M ACT 

100 CS HOURS 75 CS HOURS 30 CS HOURS 

BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS



3RD LARGEST SOURCE OF FUNDING

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR KWHS SENIORS

They start rolling out by mid-February.

• Some opportunities are “selections” and do not have an application process according to the wishes of the donor

• All local scholarships require that applicants have submitted college or vocational school applications/can provide 

proof that you are pursuing higher education after high school for eligibility

• Some local scholarships require the completion of the FAFSA for an SAR.

• Many local scholarship applications require letters or forms of recommendation from teachers and community 

members. 

• Some local scholarship applications require essays. Make sure you’re doing your best work.

• Some local scholarship applications require official transcripts. 



•Complete between 75-100 hours- counts from after 8th grade.

•Needed for many local scholarships as well as for bright futures

•300+ needed for senior pin recognition later on this year

•Service must be related to a social issue; ideally, it should connect 

to the field you would like to pursue after high school

WHY DO COMMUNITY SERVICE?



IMPORTANT DATES

NOV. 1 

College 

Application Due

Senior 

Parent 

Night 
Live & Virtual

OCTOBER 14th

THURSDAY

6-7pm

College 

Fair
In CAFETERIA

OCTOBER 25th

MONDAY

8:30-10am


